 Peremborſches Vedencken: : 


OR, THE 


ORDINARY 


OF THE 


 BRETHREMN's CHURCHES, 


His SuorT and PrneEmprony 


R E M ARK s 


ON THE 


War and Manners, wherein He has 
been hitherto treated in ; 


CONTROYFERSIES, 
And what RR AsoNs diſſuade him from | 


deſcending to minuter AxswE RS. 


Dedicated to the Moſt Honourable Px r- ; 
 CounctL at n 
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Enquirer. Yet many Judg ments have 
paſſed upon this Congregation, | and upon her 
Ordinary in particular; and if I was to call all 
theſe but haſty Conjectures, and. wide of the 


| it much amiß. os 5. 85 


F Neat's Ark. ſtood yet, and was to be 
ſeen upon Mount Ararat, would not all 


. uncertain Conjectures concerning the Struc- 
; rure of it be at an End? But the Brethren's 
Conſtitution, and the whole Courſe of Doctrine 


and Practice purſued therein, are Objects till 


in Being: They preſent themſelves nearer at 


Hand than Mount Ararat, to 


Merits of the Cauſe, the Authors 1900 take 


: 
. * * 8 * * 


In Dattrinals, at poſſibly would alledge, 
chat they themſelves have peruſed that valuable 
and great Man's own vitings and could from 
wits as there judge no otherwiſe than 

19 A 2 they 


- 


[%] 


they did. To this J anſwer: Perhaps many 
others, eſpecially on comparing What is laid 


k — Sn Fc 


down elſewhere more at large, will ſee 


thoſe very fame Paſſages in a quite 4; ferent 


Light, and far enough from thoſe offenſive 
q Theological Tenets you would fain diſcover 


in them 


1 even lowing in the mere ane 


Sul, that this were in ſome Reſpects none of 
the plaineſt, I would only aſk, Is not thus 
much at, leaſt plain enough from every Page 
and Line, of his Works; that this Author is 
a moſt devoted Champion for the grand 
and diſtinguiſhing Articles of Chriſtianity ? 
He confeſſedly carries all the peculiar Truths 
of our Religion as far, and deduces from 


REDEMPTION as ftrong Con- 
Jequences, both in Theory and Practice, as any 


Man ever did. Now in an Age when natu- 
ral Light is magnified beyond due Meaſure, al- 
moſt to an ungrateful Suppreſſion of Revealed, 
can it be prudent in any Friend of the latter 

| to go about publickly to weaken a Tongue and 
Pen thus ſtrenuous in its Behalf? Ought not 
our Ordinary to be ſupported by the beſt 
Wiſhes of all true Believers, and even if he 

proved 


ſio 


TCC 


4 ** 3 
"prov 6yed unfticceſfiil at leaſt be aced wit 
this Eyipboune, 5 3 Dy ag 
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canals Magnis amen exit Aut, „ (ads. 


7 3 1 n * I 


T 1 E Gp Br. * entire People. int ho 


| World, with all. the requiſite Inſtitutions, to 
be a Pillar and Cunfirmation US the T; ruth, 
was eſſential to his Undertaki 
much carped at. But whoever, conſiders, 
what an | extenſive. Benefit has, flowed Fog 
a edocard inChriſtian Countries, Ke 


ing; and is fs 


probably haye remained all their Days with- 
out the moſt happy Union with Jeſus Chriſt, 


do now enjoy and proſecute it through the 


friendly Aſſiſtance of this Oeconomy; and 
what Numbers of poor Heathens are, by this 


People's Labours, brought over to the ſaving 
Knowledge of Him; cannot but look upon 


the Phenomenon with Reſpect, and place it 


(or if none will at preſent, Poſterity will) 


among the chief Hense of the Age. 


— el 


Tur W "ZAR of 1 the [TS ER Ig 


ſions in our r aher Sener the ſaid Con- 


... gregation, 


id 4. 3. 2 Tim. ilt.--45- 


11 


(grogation, and of the Offence taken at 1 1 
Things, is a very ſlight one, the Unacquarnt- þ 


edneſs of Engliſbmen, for the moſt Part, with 
any other Proteſtant Syſtem beſide their own. 


Hence it comes to paſs, that when ſome of 
the Brethreh uſe ſome Forms of Expreſſion, | 
and eſpecially a few Cuſtoms and Ceremonies, 
either the ſame, or in a like Taſte with what 
their. Lutheran Education has rendered natu- | 
ral to them; inſtead of being treated with the 
intelligent Deference ſurely due to that other 
| large Diviſion of the Proteſtant World, or | 
with the theological Equity of allowing | 
Churches the Power to decree Rites and Cere- | 
monies for themſelves, they are loaded with 
"the moſt wild and invidious Gloſſes upon 
| Whatever has the Misfortune not to fall in with 
each Cenſor's private Complexion, or Compaſs 


of Ideas. And what if even a certain Jively 
Manner of conveying facred Truths, ſomewhat 


reſembling the ancient Eaftern Way (and alſo | 
the to this Day ſubliſting Moravian, Silefian, | 
and Upper-Luſatian Idiom) has now and then | 


been uſed by them? It has however been uſed 
with a truer Seriouſneſs, than a facetiouſly- 


inclined Critic ſuppoſes ; and a very jut and 
folid Meaning has _— been affixed. to tge 


© Phraſe 


I Ming, © As to the C Oy — 


the bye is declared h- the utmoſt I | | 
the Author of Stanzh's-he had not ſo much a 
ſeen) he never gave into theſe Modes of ſpeals- 
ing, otherwiſe than out of Condeſcenſioh to 
ſuch of his Fellow - Labourers, Who; 48 they 
differ d from him ſomewhat in the very ml 
trinſic Notion, wauld have gone om to! the 
over: poweritg of ſome eſſentiab Principles, ib 
He, the faithful Aſſertor of thoſe Principles, 
RPE off too „mie am W in Bua 


- rate 
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Tan : are but ſmall Objetions: Even the 
moral Character of the Brethren is attacked. 
To ſhew at once how unlucky the Opponents: 

are in fuch Attacks, I will confine myſelf, to 
a ſingle Inſtance jj where they are indeed the; 
moſt eloquent, but only to the expoſing, of 
_ themſelves, as ſoon. as bare Turns of Wit: 
are ſeparated Fam the Queſtiop. -It is the 
Article of Purity of Life. All the Infinua+; 
tions on that Head are properly. awing to 
Denial of corrupt Nature eee in this 
Community; which ſome have murmurei ati 


knowing it to be Truth, and _ have for 
| | n 


(m1. 
riReaſon ſuſpected — 


hut becguft y thought it tea much tone 


praftically:| tue. The. Brethren are intentz 
with the Sacrifice of a right Hand or Eye to 


they are no Cynicks or Auami tet. 
There is therefore nothing to be aſhamed ol. 
Ik is a Pity: hop ever that theſe: private Sent 


ments of theirs, which they never deſigned. 


abtrude as a Rule for the World in general, | 
are by their Adverſaries tfirdwn before it for! 


Diverſion. From this one Article the Reader: 


may conclude how it is with regard to auler 
Moral . 
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Hike arena Complaints, almoſt in 


general, are bronght againſt this Oongregation. 
Sometimes, that ſhe is too rigid; -iinfiſting 


upon Things ſeemingly ſmall: Vet at other 
Times, that the is too remiſs, not rocrcibely 
inculcating one or other aſcetic Rule adopted 
by ſuch or ſuch. 80 far as there is ever 
any Colour for the latter Charge, the true 
| Reaſon is, becauſe the obſerves painful Mea 

ſures betwixt Diſcipline and human Liberty; 


that | is, becauſe ſhe is an anxious Promoter 
EE B79 11 moſt 


retrench all to Innocenoe ; and yet notwitk- 


[ ix ] 
moſt certainly of whatſoever can any way 
pertain unto a-pious Walk, (carrying in parti- 
cular, when rightly underſtood, | thoſe ſel/- 
ſame good Ideas to a much higher Strict- 
neſs than any, one elſe,) but ood withal, a 
Promoter of the moſt genuine Deportment in 
Man, free from all Hypocriſy. What if 
the therefore is forced to conſult, at ſome 
Junctures, theſe ſeveral Intentions alternate- 
ly, until ſhe. is able to bring them, in all her 
Members, as it has always been with the 

more Experienced, into a beautiful and ſettled 
5 Combination toguiaer ? 


"In ſhort, ſhe and her Ordinary may juſtly 
repeat that Appeal of Ignatius, with regard 
to the whole Platform, Err Sr i e 
lei, winoarw & S, & ovpunma ture js, 
| Ow; Te owiyore we If any one has Him 

within himſelf, let him conſider what I de- 
Ire; and let him have Compaſſion on me, as 
knowing (amidſt all the ſeeming Contraſts 
that may ſometimes preſent themſelves) uh 
Things, what Motives at Bottom, conſtrain 
me, A diſcerning Chriſtian Mind will be 


able: to ſolve every Thing for itſelf; and 
8 Will, 


— N - \ * — — . — . 
— — — 5 poop. - ——— 
0 0 k 12 a — 
1 


ta) 


will, at firſt by a Concurrence in ſome of 
the Sentiments, and then in more, rejoice to | 
attain ſo much of an Union of Heart even 
with this Flock, however mean, (whoſe eter- 


nal Character and Election the great Shepherd 


himſelf beſt knows) as to eſcape at leaſt the 
| Burden of having aught againſt one's Bro- 
ther *, and, ſhall I add? The Danger alſo 
peradventure of Touching God's Anointed, and 
doing Harm to Prophets of His. + 22 5 


Tur Brethren' 8 Congiegation has in ge- 
neral been uſed theſe three hundred Years to Ca- 


lumny, as well as other Sufferings ; though 
it is eaſy to ſee, (as I have here briefly vin- 
dicated) her Innocence. Till of late how- 


ever, this has happened to her, by way of 
printed Pamphlets, only in other Countries ; 
But now I am ſorry to fay, that Pieces of 


this Sort begin to be publiſhed alſo in Eng- 


Silence and an utter Neglect; and the Or- 
= „ 


Matt. v. 23. Fei. 15, 


Many have thought, that the moſt rea- 
ſonable Way would be, to treat them with 


* 8 „ ad ao a rt _ —_— XN 


[x] 


dnay hithſelf is abſolutely of -that Opinion; 


eſpecially as He and his Congregations have 
always acted in the Face of the World, and 


every one might view the Ark with bis own 


Eyes. For which Reaſon, he could not be 
moved to put forth any formal Anſwer on 
the preſent Occaſion : The utmoſt He could 
be prevailed with to do, (to gratify ſome 


Friends of Diſtinction, who thought there | 


_ ought to be ſomething at leaſt replied) was 
to permit a Writing of his to be tranſlated, 


which He (after thirty Years Silence in that 


Land, and ſuffering his Adverſaries to fay 
what they pleaſed) preſented at laſt two Years 


ago to the Privy-Council of the Electorate 


of Saxony; a Board intruſted with the Pro- 


 teſtant Cauſe in Germany, ina Capacity known 
to all the World. OO, 


HoweveR, for the Reader's Comtine, I 


muſt add, that with ſcarce any mutatis mu- 
tandis, this Tract may perhaps nevertheleſs 
paſs for a direct and ſtrict Anſwer to the very 


freſheſt Objefions, For in the Controverſy 
88 the Brethren, Solomon's Words are 
b 2 remark- 


Diregterium inter Evangelicos. 
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remarkably verified, Is there any Thi ng where- 
of it may be ſaid, See, this is neu? it 
hath been ( and been ſufficiently done ) 5 


AL READY. * 


* 1 ay i. 10. 


5 The TRANSLATOR, | 


THE 


NH 


in at once his Majeſty's Royal Declarations 
are directly contradifted, and the important 
= Regulations on the Tapis very indecently 

 broken-in upon) has not yet been taken under 
Confideration by me, it appearing even at the 


THE 


DEDICATION 


170 THE 


Privy-Council at Dreſdn. | 


Moſt Noble Counts, 

HAT indiſcreet Piece lately advertiſed 
in the News-Papers under the Title of a 
Third and laſt Diſcovery, &c. (where- 


fire 


[wv 


firſt Glance to be a Writing of that Claſs, that 
I cannot find it expedient to Interrupt my nu 
merous Occupations with the examining of it ; 


fince nothing would accrue from thence unto my 


Mind, but a freſh” and painful Inflance, not 


only of the Debut among the Teachers of our 
Bgrhariſm be- 
lace again: with reſp2F4 to the 
uſual Manners of any ciuiliſed People. It really 


but ewen of a 


ginu? to rab P 


agrees better with my Temper, whenever I may 


deſcend to no farther Cognizance of ſuch Things, 
than the general and unavoidable one, and af- 
terwards partly pour out my Heart in t ſecret be- 


fore the LORD upon the Occaſion, partly dowhat 


my Office requires of me for the Congregations 


committed to my Care; than when I am to en- 


ter into ſome cloſer Diſcuſſion, where what is 
perſonal muſt almoſt inevitably be touched upon. 


T H E R E have not-been wanting Opportu- 
nities and Means to reſent the unmannerly and 


injurious Language uſed in ſuch Attacks ; par- 


ticularly J muſt praiſe bis Majeſty's Goodnefs, 
who often has offered me the compleateſt Satis- 


faction. But I was ſo far from being inclined 
thereto, that inſtead of contenting myſelf with 
barely neglecting to take any Notice of ſuch Al- 


tacks, 


5 Þ xv ] | 

has | ' tacks, I have many Times fond mgſelf moved 

7.  #ofively to mnterpoſe, to avert Severit{es the 

it: MW Royal Fullice bad reſolved upon. The Exceſſts 

| which for ſome Years paſs Men have. broke out 

ns RB into againſt my Perſon and Office, are indeed na 

ur more Objects of a wholeſome Correction; either 

the. Puniſhment my Antagoniſts muſt receive ac. 

cording to the Proportion and Way of the Law, 

muſt be to their utter Ruin, or e Man > 

e think it madequate. e 


IN ſuch Cafes, God himſelf as, as if He 
neither ſaw nor heard; whereof the many of- 
fenſive Doings in this World, which are per- 
mitted to run on under the divine Long-ſuffer- 
ing, are an undeniable Demonſtration. 


THE higher Powers, being the Image and 
Glory of God, cannot but likewiſe in Appear- 
ance continue ignorant of ſome Things, which, on 
account of a Concurrence of Coarſeneſs and Sil. 
lineſs in them, are neither fit Matter for fa- 
therly Chaſtiſement, nor yet for judicial Re- 
dreſs. And an injured Teacher would but ble- 
miſh himſelf and his Function, ſhould he, by 
| Puſhing-on à civil Proceſs, diſturb the wiſe Con- 
duct above mentioned, However, the Public 
: hath 


© xvi ] 
hath fr ſome Time ſhewn 0 a hiitle Impas 


tient, at ny replying nothing at all to what 

theſe witneſs aguinſt me. Now as the following 

ort, unaſſetted, and peremptory Review of the 
general Nature of the Controverſy hitherto, is 
purely to be aſcribed to ny Deference for the | 

Public in this Point: So the Reſpect which I 

| bear for your Excellencies, hath induced me to 


tet theſe few Pages come abroad, as they now 


40, under Your Protection, &c. 


Herrnhuth, 4295 
March 28,. . f 
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r THE 


BRETHRENS CHURCHES, 
His Short and Peremprory 


R * W A R K 8 Ge. 


HEN 1 ts any | Thing ü tho lake 
ke a Vindication of myſelf, I never 
do it for my own Sake, but always 
va „n 4 made it otherwiſe re- 
quiſite, and commonly out of a Tenderneſs for 
very remote ConGderations. ' It may therefore 
 fafely be concluded, that the preſent ſhort 
Declaration has like Motives for its Source. 
I have now for ſome Years been no longer 
able to belieye that my Opponents really de- 
fire to hear 4 Reafon of the Hope that is in me; 

R B and 
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and accordingly, after my Saviour's Example, 
have ceaſed to give them a Reaſon any farther. 
My Treatiſe, Tp: Eaurs, was intended 
partly, for the Serviceof Perſons of my Ac- 
quaintance in different Places; partly to con- 
vey to ſome few other impartial Men an Ex- 
planation of certain Particulars, which, with- 
out ſuch a Key, they could not well have un- 
derſtood. 
The whole Controverſy hitherto has pro- 
perly been made up of the following Heads: 


5 I. My Perſon has been ridiculed. 
E Il. My Voss has been called in :Queſtion. 


| In. Suſpicions have been raiſed d againſt us us 
in the Magiſtrate. . 5 


W. Mine and my Congregation” 8 Faith has 


been attacked. * 
v. Our 


99 The Farwardaels in dubbing People Heretics, had 
for twenty or thirty Years been pretty univerſally ex- 
ploded; and ſome Teachers, who would abuſe their 
Profeſſion to the ſpreading of monſtrous Opinions, took 
Advantage of ſuch Gentleneſs. But with a View to us, 
Men have this good while forgot again what was ſo ſo- 


lemaly tranſacted and ordered in Saxony, thro' the Writ- 
ing 


ion. 


121 


v. Our Life and Converlation .. been ſet 
? forth as ſcandajous. e ; 


VI. Our Words have been cortured 1 to * 
wrong Senſe. 


B 2 1 VII. 


ing called E Ghar, publiſhed by 8 "ad what 
is moſt particular is, that whereas our Adverſaries for ſe- 
veral Years. made a great Complaint, (though without 
any Foundation) that we were unwilling to receive tbe 


Augsburg Confeſſion; the embracing of this or that Syſ- 
tem being really all that Mankind ean require of one 
another: Now, ſince it is no more to be denied that that 


Confeſſion is Ours, they will not let this Fact paſs, and 
leave no Stone unturned to prove us Diffidentes. They 
have not only muſtered up the Latin as well as German 


Copy of the Conſeſſion, and taken in the Marginal 


Notes, but turned to other Books which the Confeſſion 
barely quotes, ta try whether they could not find there 


ſome Paragraph. which. ſeemed to ſaund differently from 
our Way of | peaking; ; not regarding our Remonſtrances, 


that at this rate a Diſagreement could as well be proved 


upon the Lutherans between themſelves, yea, upon the 


Bible within itſelf, and upon the plain Words of the Holy 
Ghoſt. And when all, Shifts. failed, and no. Diſſent 
even thus was to be diſcovered, they began taxing our 
very . Thoughts, whether at leaſt there was not ſome 
Flaw there; and when, from the moſt adequate Indica- 
tions, they could not but conclude to the Integrity of 
our Thoughts alſo, they at laſt declared in ſhort that 
they were reſolved not to believe it. 


141 


| VII. Points, which in former Times were 


by all Men taken for granted, have out 


of Spite to us been diſputed, and the 


World . _ gel 0 meg 


uvm A great many Fatilhaverhmeneclated. 


in order to puzzle even a prudent Reader, 
and make him e at leaſt ſuſpend, his Judg- 
ment. 158 


Firft, Entirely to exclude the Brethren's 


Churches from occupying any Place in the ge- 
neral Body of Chriſtians; and inſtead of In- 
corporating them againſt their Will into ſome 
or other of the religious Conſtitutions, (Which 


before now has been the Mode) to expel them, 
if i pepe from the Confines of all. 


Secondly, To deprive them likewiſe of all | 
; Civil Toleration in any Nation of the Globe, 
from South to North, from Eaſt to Weſt. 


It is obvious enough what a Train muſt be 


laid, and what Materials muſt be ſtooped to, 
to ſubſerve ſuch an = And therefore 


the 


11 am not ſo much ſurpriſed at this extraor- 7 
_—_ Treatment, as perhaps ſome others: may 
be. I know the Aim the Opponents have in 
View by theſe Steps of theirs; which, for ſome 
A conſiderable Time, has been no leſs than, 


een e e wng © 


1 


9 


ts1 


the preſent Yehemence of our Opponents, and 
their whole uncommon Manner of Acting, is 


not ſo inconſiſtent with itſelf, as it would cer- 


tainly be in any other Controverſy. Such an 
End required ſuch Means. 


What ſhall I ſay to theſe Things? For my 


Part, in general, I am-a Diſciple of the Lord, 


and that according to the antique Scripture 


Taſte. Now there I find our very Caſe ex- 


plicitly ſtated, and the Conduct we are to ob- 


ſerve literally preſcribed : So that I am within 
my Raule, and can diſcern withal, that ny 


Adverſaries do not act very much counter to 


theirs. Indeed they have not all the requiſite 
Cunning to attain their Purpoſe; but that is no 


bad Token in their Favour: For it ſhews, at 
leaſt, that moſt of them are ſtill but raw, and 
not quite ſtanch in this bad Canſe. 


To touch now a little upon Particulars, and 


N explain myſelf in a few Words about each of 


the mentioned Heads, 


* My Pink ay in all "By of Ways 
been injured and turned to Ridicule. But to 


reſent Things of this Kind, fits worſe upon 


none than the Man himſelf who is ſo handled 


by his fellow Men. Beſides, the lef he has 
earn W 


ſome 


ſome ſpiteful and forced Conſtruction glares in 


every Aſperſion, the leſs it is his Wiſdom la- 


e to defend himſelf. 


11. My Office has been called. i in Queſtion: 
This Diſpute muſt neceſſarily be put upon the 


Iſſue of the Three following Queries. 


Whether I have really been called by that 
Congregation 1 in whoſe Service I am? _ 


U. This has always been acknowledged by my 


Adverſaries themſelves in the ſtrongeſt Manner 
that could be, viz. by their keenly wendy ; 
<p the ongnagaton for this very Fact. 


Whether I have, by regularly impoyered 
Prelates of the faid Church, been accepted, 
confirmed, enrolled | in this Quality? 


To prove this, there are the Inſtruments 


nn with the own Hands of ſuch Perſons, 5 


Whether the Geb in whoſe Terri- 
_ tories this Affair was tranſacted, has taken 
due Notice of it, and acknowledged my 
Office 8 


The a undeniable Teſtimonies hereof 


every body has Opportunity to read; and none, 


s in 
la- 


ion. 
the 


that 


= 


ered 
ted, | 


ents 
© "i 


'erri- 


aken 


ereof 
one, 


Who 


. 
who was in the leaſt a ene Judge, has 


ever objected to them. 


2 II. Had the Civil Magiſtrate e 


any Reaſon to be jealous of us, he could eaſilß 


have ſatisfied himſelf concerning us; and by a 
more compendious and better Way of Diſcuſ- 


ſion, than any vague Apology in Writing can 
amount to. For Apologies can be but local, 


(as each Congregation- Settlement, according 
to its Circumſtances, has different Imputations 


to remove, and Anſwers to give; and what 


unties the Knot in one Place may be unappli- 


cable in another:) They are therefore of little. 


Service to the Whole, and yet may happen 


not to illuſtrate ſufficiently what even the do- 


meſtic Caſe neareſt in View properly turns 
upon. 


IV. As to the Point of Chriſtian Faith and 
Religion; either our repeated and voluntary ac- 


ceding to the Augſburg Confeſſion, eſpecially 
ſince the Year 1735, has ſome Credit given to 
it, or it has not. Now ſuppoſing the Firſt, 


then all farther Subjects, not contained there, 


| are merely an Object for critical Diſquiſitions; 


which, according to the Difſcretion of either 


Party, my be proſecuted, or elſe dropt: For, 
ay 8 


f au the — Confefſion, Axrierx XXI. 
*« This is the Sum of the Doctrine. 9/430 ya 
But if this our Declaration meets with no 
Belief, there is one conſtant Teſt upon which 
we can at any Time join Iſſue. Let that Tenet' | 
be produced, clearly and expreſly aſſerted in 
the Auguſtan Confeſſion, which is oppoſed by 
the Teachers of the Brethrens Church. The 
Producing of ſuch a one has indeed once or 
twice been attempted; but upon Inquiry, ei- 
ther no ſuch Tenet was to be found in the 
Augſburg Confeſſion, or there was nothing in 
the Writings of the Brethren that . ” 
gr contradicted it. = 
No Examination that we have ndern 
has ever turned out otherwiſe than in favour of 
our Orthodoxy; and if at any Time the leaſt 
Determination has been made to the contrary, 
it is a general Rule, that upon ſuch Occaſions 
either no Examination at all has been uſed, or 
the Sentence at leaſt was fixed and concluded 
on before the Examination began. Pg 
The candid Part of the World will ſcarce be 
able to comprehend ſuch a Procedure; and 
tho it is indeed a common Maxim with our 
Opponents, gudd nobis nec babenda nec ſer- 
vanda Fides, (that neither our Affirmations are 
| | to 


T-9 ] 


to be depended upon, nor Promiſes made t 
us binding) yet even on this Footing, it is more 


— can well be SIN for. 


v. Many ſcandalous Things are reported 


5 W our Life and en 


of 


2 readily grant, that that moſt natural FRY f 


ſwer, which we have been ſometimes uſed to 


Jive, vis. That thoſe who made Depoſition 
about ſuch Irregularities, were themſelves 


e perhaps the very Perſons that had been in 


Fault, and that ſhould be puniſhed for 
them; does not come up to the Purpoſe. 
When, farther, it is here inſinuated, as though 

we had the Addreſs to ſtifle many ſuch Mat- 

ters, ſo that they never came to the Ears f 

| our Superiors; and we thereto retort, © That 


< in other Religions too there are ſuppoſed to 


= © be Occulta, which, till they become Overt 
_ < Acts, none preſumes to judge of: This Re- 
ply likewiſe is filencing, but does not clear the 


Point in Hand. Conſidering that the Conſti- 


tution of Herrnhaag was manifeſtly an incon- 


gruous one, founded, January 1, 1743, by 
the Count of By aingen through his territorial 
C Power, 


* 


v 
n 


10 1 


Power, contrary to the Ordinary's expreſs 


Proteſtation in writing; whereby this Com- | 
munity has been placed in an entire Inde- 


pendence from all internal Diſcipline of our 


Church, and yet forced itſelf upon the General 


| Synod: it would indeed be undertaking too 
much, ſhould we, in ſuch Circumſtances, en- 
gage to anſwer for every individual Perſon, a- 
mong ſo many Thouſands who flocked thi- 
ther, and ye after a ſhort Stay went away 
again. 


this whole Affair was of ſo ſmall an Extent; 


not ſo much as affecting the reſt of the Vet- 


terauian Manſion-Houſes, much leſs operating 


upon the other large Congregations and Nur- 


ſeries elſewhere, among whom the plain and 
uſual Order of our Church was ſtill kept to- 


When it is remembered, Secondly, That 


the whole Scope, and whole diſtinctive Cha- 
rater of our Diſcipline, as it is viſible enough 
to any one, conſiſts of nothing elſe, than one 


unwearied Endeavour to live godly in this pre- 1 


2 World through true Faith in Jeſus Chriſt; 


or (to uſe the Words of that known Canticle 


2 the Ancient Brethren,) 


-_ 


Nevertheleſs, when it is obſerved, Firſt, That 


RY 
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Daſs wir an JES VM qlinben/ 
Vnd uns Ihm einleiben / ; 
In ſeinem Verdienſt uns weiden / 
Darinnen berſcheiden | 

Zun ewigen Freuden; T 


When hereto is added, that Pe rſons, even 


in Reference to each ſeveral Age and Condi- 
tion of Life, are encouraged by us to this, 
and both guarded from Corruption, and forti- i 


fied in that which is good: 


I ſhould think (I fay) weighing all this to- 


a that, even with regard to the preſent 


Head alſo, the ſafeſt Light and moſt authentic 


Reſolution ought to be borrowed from the 
many Examinations, not only private but pub- 
lic, which we have undergone. Tan which 


n hitherto : 


35 That we may 
On Peſus believe ſtaady, 
Us into Him embody, 
Find Paſture in his Merit, 
Thus breath forth our Spirit 


8 WE ndleſs Foys to inherit, 


tua 

hitherto no Man has dared, by theſe Opportu- 

_ nities, legally to charge any of our Congrega- 
tions with, will, from various remote Talk | 
and Pamphlets, however teiterated, never ac- 

quire any ſufficient Title to Belief. 

But here too we have the Happineſs of a 
particular Conformity with our Saviour's own 

Lot. When he in direct Terms aſked, Which 


* of you convinceth me of Sin ?” none had any 
Thing to alledge: And yet behind his Back, 


as he well knew, He was not only repreſented 


as a gluttonous Man and a Wine-bibber, but, 
to compleat the Slar at once, was ſaid to © De- 
9 5 in looſe and infamous Perſons for his 
Meine F + 

When! reflect how confidently Men, I 
wiſe diſcreet, paſs their Judgments on ny whole 
Life, and pretend to furniſh ſecret Memoirs 


thereof from my Cradle till now, without hav- | 


ing ever ſeen or ſpoken with me, or with any 
that knew me, in all their Lives, but depend- 
ing purely on the Information of others, who 
had in like Manner heard it at the ſecond or 


third Hand: I can't deny but, by Parity of 


| Reaſon (as much inclined as I uſually am, 


rather | 


* 


; 13 andere; gd x) b e bine *% Ea p- 
AY | 


F ts ies 


4 


W 


ti 


g dag. 


believe their Accuſers. But poſſibly after all, 1 
might very well deem myſelf under no Obliga- 

tion to anſwer the Adverſaries here, until they 

firſt can ſhew, When, where, and how, the 

_ avowed fundamental Rules and Uſages of our 


Y cept the Parents had firſt ſolemnly promiſed 


ts 1 
rather to be ſharp with my own Brethren, i in 
Favour of and out of Deference to thoſe with- 
out) I am obliged to ſtart at the Accuſations 
brought againſt them alſo, and not fo readily 


Conſtitution, both of the Old and the New one 


= (andourneweſtis at leaſt of Twenty-five Years 
= ſtanding) have been again abrogated, « or any 
Way difannulled? 


For in thoſe Rules lies an almoſt incredible 
degree of Circumſpection, towards preventing 
the very firſt wrong Motions in the Mind, 


flying even from all Appearance of Evil, and 
= from the remoteſt Poſſibilities of Danger. In 
which View, not even a Two-Year-Old Child's 
Bed and Manner of lying is left without In- 
ſpection; and certainly, from the Time our 
= Congregation-Order firſt began, never any 
Z Young Man and Young Woman, tho' own 
Brother and Siſter, have, with the Approba- 
7 am, 
rather 


tion of the Congregation-Leaders, ſlept ſo much 
as in one Houſe; yea not any Boy or Girl, ex- 
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=: uſe particular Care, and to provide the pro- 
per diſtinct Apartments. 
Ihe ſame Circumſpection is extended to, and 
as carefully regulates, the whole Deportment 
in Point of commercial Dealings, of bodily 
Labour, of civil Peace, of Juſtice and Equity; 
and whatever elſe makes an Article in wiſe 
Government or Morality in general. 
And indeed, the very Ground of the chi- 

merical Report about our matrimonial Regu- 
lation (ſo far as it has any Ground at all) is 
no other, than our ſtrict Adherence to a Prin- 
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ciple received likewiſe in other Societies, vis. 


that Affairs and Circumſtances of the Married 
State ought not to be conſulted about with 
more than two Perſons, - approved, elderly, 
and obligated to be faithful ; abſolutely cut- 
ting off, on the other Hand, the common li- 


centious Talk concerning ſuch Subjects in do- 


meſtic Converſation (and alſo not permitting 
any Man without his Wife, or Woman with- 


out her Huſband, to have the leaſt ſpecial In- 


| tercourſe with one of the oppoſite Sex:) The 
Practice of which Principle, in any large and 


conſcientious Congregation , - muſt naturally 
cauſe much Reſort to ſuch two Perſons, and 


ſet thoſe a ſpeculating, who don't know the 


Reaſon of it, VI. 
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VI. Unreaſonable Ca Ving about W ode has 
never been practiſed to a higher Degree, than 


it has againſt us. I have Ground to believe, 
SIG 

that the Opponents read ſingle Lines in our 

Writings without ever regarding the Context, 

much as Sentences are ſometimes drawn in a 


Lottery, or like dipping in a Book, If they 


alledge, that they only. are even with me by 
ſo doing, becauſe I do not read their Writings 


neither ; there is this wide Difference in our 


Behaviour, that I however do attack no Pro- 


duction, till I have read it. If they would but 


do the like in this reſpect, I ſhould have no 
farther Complaint againſt them, though they 
never ſpent a Moment's Attention upon me 

or my Writings. And certainly this would be 
better, than ſo often to incur, as they do, the 


Cenſure in that old Hymn of Luther s, 


They cry out raſh, 
'Tis wrong ! tis Traſh ! 


Tet ne' er pave read it over. 


For thereto is fubjoined, with the Suffrage of 
the whole Church, that this Proceeding does 


Satanic Mind diſcover. 
-————JI.-Bot 


VII. But the ſeventh Article is of more Im- 
portance, and co-incides with the foregoing. 
The Adverſaries alarm the Reader by uſing 
a falſe Glaſs, wherewith they can make the 
Points they carp at look odd and ſtrange. | 
They call even ſuch Matters and Expreflions | 
in Queſtion, as, whenever they ſtagger any 
Man, ſtagger him for no other Reaſon, but 
purely becauſe he never yet in all his Life heſi- 
tated about them, always faking it for grant 
ed that the Thing was ſo ; but now he begins 
to look back, whether or no the Whole was 
indeed a Dream ? 
As to one Artifice, it has TI now juſtly 
been replied, that this Argument, * ſuch or 
e ſach a Heretic has uſed the fame Phraſe : 
'* Therefore it is Heterodox; is lame 
and filly. For when Peter fays, Thou art 
Chriſt, he ſpeaks juſt what Satan had ſpoke 
before him ; * and the Wiſe Men, when lay- 
ing ſuch Streſs on the Star out of Faceb, have 
no parallel Place in Scripture making for them, 
but the Prophecy of Balaam. Notwithſtand- 
ing, neither did our Saviour tax Peter with 
having borrowed his Confeſſion from the De- 
: | vil, 
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vil, nor does any one tax the Wiſe Men with 
acting on no other Authority in regard to the 

Star, beſide Balaams Prophecy. And yet our 
— think it a mighty Thing, whenever 
they can find a fingle Expreſſion, uſed by a 
Brother, in ſome old Heretic, although the 
Brother never heard ſo much as that Heretic's 
Name; and in their Heat they forget, that 
the Fathers of the Church, or one and ano- 


ther Divine of their own Pale, and even the 
Holy Ghoſt himſelf in the Bible, have ſaid the 


very ſame Thing, and even in the fame Terms. 
This is a Mafter-ſtroke of theirs ; but in fol- 


= lowing it, they themſelves 1 run into the moſt : 
horrible Errors. | | 


One Divine e be to aber ce The 
* Gnoſftics did not aſcribe the Creation to the 


_« ſupreme God : The Brethren alfo do not aſ- 


* cribe 1 it properly to the Father, but to the 


40 Son.“ When an ignorant Reader meets 


with theſe Words, he thinks, That is a home 


Oljedtion!' So then, tet TW» are e Here: 


60515 | | 
"Ard: yet this More ObjeRion + involves no 

[ef than two extream Pieces of Nonſenſe, and 
one Blaſphemy. That Divine was ſurely e- 


ther no Lutheran, or at leaſt had not in his 


33 Childhood 


[18] 
| Childho6d been taught that otherwiſe Stand- 


ard-Hymn, Vom Himmel hoch da komm 


ich her, From Heaven high I now deſcend, 
&c.) For if he ever learnt this, then it was 


not in any Gngſtic, but in his own Lutheran 


Catechetical Manual, that he firſt read ſuch a 


Poſition, © how that the Creator of all Things | 
« did ſo abaſe Himſelf, the ſupreme Good put 


* on our poor Fleſh and Blood, the Maker of 
all Creatures tool upon him our Nature.” 
Will he apply all this to the Father ? Then he 
is at leaſt an Anthropomorphite, if not a Pa- 


tripaſian. And ſo he plunges himſelf diretly 


into two Hereſies, by pretending thus to ſhun 
the Gnoſtic, That is the firſt Nonſenſe, _ 
Further, by the Objection ſo put, he be- 


trays manifeſtly, That he accounts the Father a 


of Jeſus Chriſt as (N. B.) a ſuperior God. 
The Tertium comparationis, where the 
; ben and we are made to meet, admits of 
no other Explanation. Now, is this agreeable 
to the Auguſtan Confeſſion? Not only as it 
adopts the Creed of Athanaſius, but in reſpect 


of the plain and expreſs Words of the firſt 
Article of the Confeſſion ? 


What old. Arius or \Sabeli have kid 
more : EI | 


[179] 


In order therefore to paſs a charitable Sen- 


tence, one muſt call this the ſecond Nonſenſe, 
leſt it receives a worſe Name. 


' Lofily, The undeniable Blaſphemy confiſt 


it this, that a Man derives that Doctrine from 


Gnftic Heretics, which the Holy Ghoſt him- 
ſelf ſuggeſts to the Author of the Epiſtle to the 


Hebrews, commenting upon the 1024 Palm. 


Thou, O God, in the Beginning haſt laid the 


Foundation of the Earth, and the Heavens are 


the Work of thy Hands, were David's Words; 
in Harmony with Gen. i. 1. Now, ſays the 


divinely-inſpired Commentator, This was ſaid 
unto the Son. Is that to be termed Gnoſic? 

This Time, it ſeems, our Fault is, that we 
make the Saviour too great. But another 
Time we are charged with treating him too 


diſreſpectfully; not being aſh amed to e 
him as a Carpenter. TD - 


I was once in a large 3 of: Doctors 


and Univerfity-Profeſſors. Said they, © There 


is no ſuch Thing as that in the BIB. 


me Thought, replied I, would not have 


* come in my Mind, if J had not read it 
there. After ſome fearch, the, to them 

unknown, Paſſage, Mark vi. 3. preſented. itſelf. 
Ay! faid my Critics, but TixTwy does not ne- 
D 2 Cceſſarily 


1 201 

ceſſarily ſignify a 7 wi Carpenter, it may as 
well be a Maker of Implements for Huſband- 
ry; properly, tis a Peaſant that makes Ploughs: 
Jaſſured them, the Amendment did not come 
at all amiſs to me; my View had been, to im- 
preſs on Mens Minds my Saviour's true and un- 


feigned Humiliation, and therein I had only : A 


happened to expreſs myſel hitherto with «be 
German Bible. 


*Tis made a characteriſtic Mark of a hom = 


huther, That he preaches about the Lamb, 
about Blood and Younds,” lt is furely ow- 
ing to the Lethargic, decrepit State of Chriſ- 
tianity at preſent, that ſuch audacious Speeches 
from the Mouth of a Divine can paſs with ut- 
ter Impunity : So late as Fifty. Vears ago, it 
would have been as much as his Place, Repu- 
ation and Liberty were worth, if a mere Pro- 


feſſor of Litere bumaniore had dropt a Sneer 3 


like this! 


Let our Saviour urge as och 28 be wil 1 
T hat his Father is not known unto the World, 
but only to his Diſciples; that the World can. 
nor receive the Holy Ghoſt; till ſuch Time as 
it through that Spirit firſt believes in Him: 1 E | 


Let him tell his e, ever ſo ne 


4 John xvii. 25, and Ch. XIV. 27. 
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nevertheleſs, preſume to begin their Syſtem with 
1 | the Father; not ate there wanting Auditors 
ho pretend to be acquainted. with the Bible, 
_ vet are not once ſhocked. at this Innova- 


= Atheiſts; and St Jabn, That he that hathnot the 
A Son, Ot &x ö xe, hath 0 Gad: Vet the Op- 


fa). 


other Sin, but betauſe they BELIEVE NOT 


en HIM (which St Paul has carried fo far, 
= as to affirm, That while the Epbeſaus lived in 


the World without Chriſt, they were d Sept, 


ponents in our Days inſiſt openly, that the 


8 | Knowledge of the Father is an Affair for the 


World, that the Myſtery of the Trinity muſt 


be promulged to the World. As poſitive as 
= our Saviour's Words are; No Man noweth the 


Father, [ave the Son, and he to whomſoever the 
Son. ill reveal Him; and again, No Man com- 
eth unto the Father, hut by Me :. Some Divines, 


tion in Fundamentals, 
For our Part, when we * Golpel-Teachers 


_ diftating ſuch an unſcriptural Hyſteron. proteron, 


Which, when it can be ranked among other 
Miſtakes connived at by divine Patience, is 


no more that barely ſufferable, but when 
1 for as ſome Scripture-Truth, is of a- 
theiſtically- 


4 John xvi. 9.“ "Mts xi. 27, and John xiv. 6. 
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nl 
cheiſtically-bad Conſequence ; and labourin g 


withal to force it upon the Brethrens Church, 
though ſhe is their elder Siſter, not only not 


acknowledging, but refuſing ſo much as to 


tolerate in her the Saviour's Grace, which hath 
_ reſcued her from the faid Blindneſs : We can- 
not but ſtand amazed. Even among Divines 
of the Augſburg- Cuff on, there are found 
Cavillers, who, in the Sight of the Roman- | 
Catholics, do their utmoſt to affix to this Con- 
E: ſeſſion, ſuch an indefenſible antichriſtian Idea 
as that now mentioned; purely that they may 
be able, afterwards at leaſt, to brand the Bre- 
thren with Difference of Doctrine therefrom, 


and ſo to exchide them from the national re- 


Hgions Privileges. And why all this? Only 
| becauſe the Brethren adhere to our Blefled | 
Saviour's Expreſſions! which, in the preſent | 

Point, deſerve our Heed ſo much the more, as 
it was not a Subject he otherwiſe was inclined 
to be eloquent upon; for he did not ſeek his 
an Glory, and therefore nothing 


4 


urgent Neceſſi ty- of- eſtabliſhing a juſt Theory 


for Teachers in Time to come, could. move 
him to ſuch ungocuſtomed Declarations in 3 


Weges to yy *. 201-26 101 28.1011. 
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The Apoſtle makes it a Property of the 


4 Chriſtian Religion, 1 in-oppoſition to Heatheniſm, : 
That every one ſhould ſcientifically, or 
= © own Body in Sanctifcation and Honour.” . 
Now at the Time the Brethrens Congrega- 
tion appeared afreſh on the Horizon of the 
Church, ſhe found on one Hand, the Luft of 
Concupiſcence carried to the utmoſt Pitch poſſi- 
ble, and the Youth almoſt totally ruined ; and 
on the other, ſome few thoughtful Perſons; 
who propoſed a Spirituality like that of the 
Angels. The moſt ſincere among theſe latter 
went ſo far, that many of the Female Sex took 
Courſes tending abſolutely to deſtroy Nature, 
and in the other Sex there have been Inſtances 
of a reſolute Self- caſtration (which, odd as it 
is, and far from being a Precedent, is yet 
otherwiſe taken by the juſt Judge of the Heart 


and Reins, than by the jocoſe Part of Man- 


kind.) This was the Situation we found 


Things in. Here I will not deny, but after I 


3 had, firſt, in my School-Years, been through- 
= ly appriſed of the fad Corruption of Youth, 
and feen plain enough how much both the 
| | common. n, ſince the Fall, and Ne 
. + 1 Theſ iv, * 


a. 
cular Family-Taints, and alſo bad Company, 
Habits, and, in ſome, curious Speculation, in 
others, Ignorance, contributed thereto in dif= 2 
ferent Ways; and afterwards had, from the 
Year 22 till 32, with great Patience and Can= * 
dor brought to the Touchſtone the various 
Theoſophical Schemes, which ſeveral Men 
(ſome of them well-meaning, and others oni 
ſelf-conceited) oppoſed to the fore- mentioned 
Evils, and had found the ſaid Schemes parti 
too ſuperficial, partly un- evangelical, partly of 7 
dangerous Conſequence, and ſometimes reſting # 
on a quite erroneous Bottom: I then indeed + 
earneſtly encouraged the ſeeking and recover- XV 4 
ing again of that loſt Jewel, the true Goſpel» = 4 
þ PIR of ourſelves; and the Temple of te 
q 
& 


* 4% 


_ our Body; the ſeeking of it, I fay, partly in 
the primitive and ſimple Scripture-Exprefſions 
in general, but eſpecially from one Quarter 
(which is of incomparably-ſuperior Force to 
all Science, Underſtanding and Experience 
whatſoever) the Wrapping-up of ourſelves b 
Faith into the Human N: ature of Jeſus Chiidt, E | 
Rom. xii. 14 3 

While now ſome Thouſands of both: Sexes 2 
in their tender Years, and alſo at the Age of 
young Men and young Women, and ſeveral 
Hundreds 3 
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_— „„ 
by, Hundreds of Married Pairs, beftda thoſe, Vir- 
„ in iss of the Church called Widows, þ thank 
dif- BM wer. Saviour Day and Night, that, they haye 
the in Fact been delivered from the Corruption 


deus d h their Heart and Eye upon that bleſſed 
Men Perſon, Who is 2 our Rule, and Pattern, 
only 20d Phyſician; they are neceſſarily ſtruck with 
oned Horror, »When they hear, chat the moſt: abo- 
artly i mibable Jefts are thrown out upon theſe ſo ſa- 
= 7198s, and important Truths, and upon the 
I faithfol. Steps taken to. preſerve,.. and from the 
' Bottom heal, a, Congregation of. Jeſus. Chviſt; 
3 af when Perſons, Who wee realy, and 
| tyqcoffally (yet withal ſo avaiding any Aﬀec; 
tation, that, Grace doth only Kanctify, not 
YZ quits, aboliſh Nature) haye, offered, them: 
3 ves. np; unto, God, and their Members if 
I Inſtruments of Righteouſneſ 8 vata Hirn,, arg 
impudently charged with ſuch Principles and 
| Prafitiges, as they never faw, heard, gr. thou: ght 
any Thing of, nar! even ipagined the ihe 9 
be poſſible. 

Tis; certain, 7 not 1 in. che 3 
A in ſeveral other, Books of Scripture, the 
mſtances and en the 
2 bn ri Lam human 


r Virgines quas vocant viduas. os NAT. 
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[26] 
Kiln Frame are ſo direly ſpoken: of, and 


all relatig to them ſo ſimply told, that it is 


eritlent thereby, the HolySpitit, who oh ôtlier 
Occaſions required the Burying of the-leaſt ac- 


ccidental FH in the Camp, did neither account 


ek Parts of a human Body among the unclean 


TH or 4 in this Senſe ordered the Cover- 
HF f for thetn; as moreover they cannot poſl- 


fibly be G80 8red or coriceated from each Per- 


tn in tegartFor his own Individual: And here 


an affected Piſſimulat ion is apter to foſter great 
rank reflions and ſecret Sins, than affiſt the 

reler vation of Body and Mind. Tis 
as 6, that theſe Paſſages may in all Fa- 


Any one ſo diſpoſed,” Nevertheleſs, J freely 
allow, that this is indeed a Subject, which 
ought not to be propou nded to the Public, but 


with the utmoſt Circumſpection. 
Had I dreamed in the leaſt, Firſt, That FR 


well-meant: Hymns and- Prayers on this Head 


would have come into the Hands of Strangers; : 


Secondly, That Men of Canaan's Diſpoſition 
would be found even among Divines, who, 
purely for the Pleaſure of oppreſſing and em- 


baraſſing innocent Souls, would give the moſt 


valuable divine Truths and known Scripture- 
| Words 
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[ 27 ] 
Words a ridiculous Turn in the Face of the 
World, and withal give all Chaſtity and Mo- 
deſty its laſt Stab: I undoubtedly, inſtead of 


ſuppreſſing the XII Collection of Matteravin 


Poems, would have begun much earlier, and 


7 left out ſuch Subjects i in our firſt Hymn- Boos 
above Twenty Vears ago. I know what Con- 


ſideration a Man ought to have for his poor 
Fellow Men, already too prone to the immoral 


Side, and to miſuſe the moſt innocent Things. 


But when, in Twenty Vears Experience, 


1 1 never ſaw one Inſtance of any creditable 


Man of the World being ſhocked, or ſo much 
as the Delicacy of his Imagination aggrieved, 
by my Diſcourſes to the ſeveral Choirs, deli- 
vered always in all People s Hearing, and 
with an Openneſs which is natural to unfeign- 
ed Simplicity; the uſual and conſtant Echo 


thereto being rather, Alas ! It is true! So it 


ought to be !' I can't deny, but I proceeded 


in this Matter pretty ſecurely, and without Ap- 
5 = prehenſion. And after all, they were not Men 


ofition of the World, nor even the ſo called T; heologs 
„Who, 
d em. 
e moſt 
ripture- 
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irregeniti, who found out this Ball of Con- 
tention, but alas! Perſons making Profeſſion 
of Godlineſs; ſo that one was almoſt tempted 
to ſurmiſe chat ſome Boil or diſeaſed Part had 

E 2 been 


TR]. 


good Forwardneſs as to be ſore; whereas in the 
others, through divine Condeſcenſion, it was 
All benumbed and inſenſibleQ. 
Vet I could not with any Certainty 110 
5 the now-mentioned Concluſion neither; I ra- 
ther have been forced to conſider both this 
Attack upon our Hymns, and the Imputations 
of a like Kind dropt by another Divine in the 
laſt Days of his Life, as purely ſome enraged 
and random Strokes, ſuch as a Man deals about 
him when deſperate, in order to keep off his 
Antagoniſt the ſhorteſt Way, when he dares 
not cloſe with him regularly: Downright De- 
famation is ſubſtituted, to fave the Reſpondent 
all farther Trouble and Sweat. Were not this 
the Caſe, ſurely ſuch a principal Point, tho 
we had not hit the right Notion concerning 
it, would at leaſt have deſerved to be diſcuſſed 
in a more modeſt and ſerious Manner. But, 


as 1 have already TR a n Diſcuſſion : 


v not ths * 


VIII. 1 now come to Falts.. It is a Cuſ- 
tom with my Opponents (either ſincerely,” or 
out of Policy) to remain ignorant of Matters 
— tranſacted — us; and, on the other 

Hand, 


been touched, which in thein was in ſock 
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Hand, to be mighty certain of an that 
have no Exiſtence. e ee 0 


We have not 28 yet in . the trams 
Congregations gone ſo far towards erecting a 
public Caſh, as is practiſed in every Pariſh or 


Village about us, according to national Settle- 
ment. Vet they at firſt filled whole Books 
with Outcries againſt a Community of Goods, 
which ſubſiſted only in their Imagination: : 


And when they perceived that that was going 
too far, they turned the Story at once into a 


Ged's-Fund, * Upon this Footing (by their 


Account) all ſtill keep ſo much as may ſuffice 


for the bare Neceſſities of Life, but muſt how- 


ever ſo impoveriſh themſelves by Contribu- 


tions, that when they happen afterwards to 
leave the Congregation, they fall upon the 
Adverſaries Hands for Maintenance. One of 
theſe Gentlemen exaggerates the Thing fo 


much, that one would think, he was going 
to ſet up a formal Collection for the Malecon- 


tent Herrnhuthers that would become his Pro- 


 lelytes, 


Now as they have diſcovered this Fund for 


God's Work among us, which we, for our Part, 
do rather with, than at preſent ſee any Likeli- 


hood 


0 the Treaſure of a Veſtry | is commanly called in 


all Germany. 
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hood of: 5510 on the other Hand, they Edt 


of no ſuch Thing as a Converſion of Hea- 
thens by our Miniſtry, and what they hear 


oOccaſionally of this Kind, w_ with chem for = 
Rhodomontades. S0 5 


A Harveſt of the Lord in all Quaiters 6 of 
the World, employing already about 300 La- 


bourers, ſeems as entirely to eſcape their Know- 
| ledge, as ſome Utopian Country beyond the 
River Sabbathion ; and if they can but make a 
Topographical Criticiſm, and find Fault with 
the Name given to one or another Place, they 
think they have done the Buſineſs. 


Be that as it will! that the Public may be 


no longer impoſed upon with an imaginary 


Thing, called Heylands/ or Lamb's-Fund ; 
nor our Congregation expoſed thereby at length 


to various Extortions, which (according to 
Oriental Procedure) this Rumour might draw 
upon her, and which perhaps ſome intend ; 

this, I fay, is a Particular, that more necefla= 
rily requires us to break our Silence, than 


the Informing our Opponents fo over-dili- 


gently about the proſperous, though till oh- 
preſſed, State of our Miſſions among the Hea- 
then, and about the Topographcial Spot where 


wy are ſeated,” In the mean while, their 
Aſſertions 
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Aſſertions about the one and the other, ſhew 
phinly how / far our Adverſaries Intelligence 
goes with regard to our true Circumſtances. 

In general, with Facts the Caſe is much 
otherwiſe than with Expreſſibns.: The Con- 
troverſy concerning the latter, as ſoon as it is 


a ſerious one (that is, when Men are not diſ- 


affected to the Truth itſelf, but only ſtumble 
at the real Impropriety of one or another 


= Phraſe) is entirely put an Bud to ay a N 


or two of the Pen. 3404 n 


But the former when ech with hint 


= Confidence and Poſitiveneſs, as if the Writers 


had been Eye-witneſſes thereto (as I obſerve 


z daily; Men, whom I at leaſt never ſaw nor 


ſpoke” with, nor knew they were in Being; 


affect to appear as my particular Intimates) 

ſtrike the Reader more, ſo that he iS n 

at a Stand what to think. 
Several Facts could and might have hot 


true; and ſuppoſing: By: baddxeh. io, they 


had been but right. 
But regularly, or 8 to the e 
Run, whatever is affirmed about us, is not true; 
or at. leaſt, certainly not true in the Manner, 
that it is. told. Very often, it would be a 


pretty ſafe Rule, to ſuppoſe the direct Contra- 
| Ty of what is aid! In 


Effect, as ſuch Matters are ſeldom. twice re- 


theix Hande. | 
babe more active from the Year 1745 


ſome Aecuſations of my Adverſaries. 


Appendix to a certain Church-Hiſtory. 


ed to the Superiors under whom the Authors 


ever, to = all thols h — who wks "the | q 
appointed, or but equitable Judges thereof, aa 


juſt Account of certain Partienlars, which | = 
might, as ufually repreſented; at firſt Sight 
Eauſe bad Impreſſions; and thoſe of the worſt 


viewed, and - conſequently. the firſt Offence I 


hardly ever removed: Therefore I haveifram 
tune to time taken Care, both that our Supt- 


77ors ſhould be fatisfied, as Duty required, and A 
the Public alſo, on the moſt. neceſſary:Qeca- 
ſions, have the W of ng us rn jet 3 


Fir, In oh of FR 1 I 5 6 bes 1 4 3 


to 1748, and now and then even replied. to 


My laſt Writing of this Sort, was the Suc- 3 


cinct Tiluftration'of above a Hundred Points, 


repreſented to our Diſadvantage, but quite 
contrary to Fact, within a few Sheets of * 1 


Four Challenges, with great — of | 3 
the Public, have, by thoſe in our Church 
authorized to diſpatch Writings, been preſent | 
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| lived, requeſting that a fair Conference might 
be appointed between the Accuſers and our 
Syndics. It has been talked in the World, 
as if the Delivery of the two Firſt had been 
ſtopped by thoſe who knew themſelves guilty. 
= Upon the Third and Fourth, Conferences 
7 have been actually decreed, and what preli- 
= minary Steps had been taken in the Affair, 
are preſerved by us on Record; but through 
ſome Means or other which the oppoſite Party 
thou ght fit to einptoy, they were — receded 
from. 

The Untruths ſent over, in the Name of 


three Theological Faculties, into ſome other 
Countries, from whence I had the Reading 


of them given me, were altioris indaginis, 
than that I could as yet take Notice of them. 
When his Majeſty had formed a Reſolu- 
tion, after having already approved of our 
Brethren's Settling in Upper-Luſatia, and after 
ties in \ Barky, to extend the fike to us We 
ont the Electorate and his other hereditary Do- 
minions; I took the Liberty very preſſingly to 
remonſtrate, that his moſt gracious Intention 
could not with Propriety be accompliſhed, 
F without 


r 
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2 


2 


1 1 


without a previous Examination into the pre- 
ſent State of the Brethrens Church, not only 


as eflabliſhed in his Majeſty's, but in other 


Countries: And when this my humble Requeſt 
was condeſcended to, I could not but acknow- 
ledge it with ſuitable Thankfulnefs. - 


' Juſt as the King's Commiſſaries for this Ex- 


arnination, choſen! from among the principal 


Officers and Divines round his own Perſon, 
and in other Parts of the Realm, were come 
together, the Convocation of the, ſeveral De- 


partments of our Synod, which had met in 
Sileſia (in order to inſtall Dr Cochius, Chief 
Chaplain to the King of Pruſſia, into the Pre- 
fidentſhip of the Reformed Branch in the Uni- 
fy, intruſted to him by our Church) was at 
the ſame Time breaking up; and ſo, on their 
Way to Hennerſdorf, J took the Opportunity 
of preſenting the moſt Part of. the Members to 

the Commiſlaries. 
1 found, that our State. above-mentioned 
a true Report whereof was to be brought be- 
fore the moſt honourable Privy Couneil) had 
been in ſome Reſpects conteſted ; and therefore 
it ſeemed to me not enough, to relate the 


Matter e as it was, I thought, the 
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Groundleſſneſs of whit was objected 79 the 
contrary, ought moreover to be demonſtrated. 


; Accordingly, I cauſed not only all Books 
of our Congregation (both thoſe owned by me, 
and ſuch as had been merely tolerated) but alſo, 
out of the neighbouring Library at Zitenu, the 


Books hitherto publiſhed againſt us, to be 


carefully collected, and begfel the worthy 


Commiſlaries, eſpecially the Divines, out of 


Zeal for the Truth, to ſpend ſome Days in 


looking them over with me. As I myſelf 
XZ had as yet read: but few of the latter Sort, I 


thought I could take no better Time for ſuch 
a Peruſal, than when ãt would directly become 
ſerviceable to an effectual Solution of the Dit- 
Lenken. and Illuſtration of the real Caſe. 
Whether, and how far this my Propoſal 


was complied with; and what was the Reſult, 


upon my delivering- in a very full Heduction 
of all the general and particular Circutnſtances 
of my Office; the Privy Council mut: have 


been ſufficiently wb by 1 en of 


the Commiſſio n. ; 

I have indeed perceived, Kom- a Deckt : 
tion of Dr:Weikman's (ſeparate from the Opi- 
nion of the Faculty) ſent to Sweden, and-from 
thence communicated to me, that that 47 
| ' @ 0 


an Inbus 


181 


ani nous Report of the King's Commilſaries was 


not quite according to his Taſte, ſince he men- 
tions his proteſting, and for his own Perſon 
having affirmed, That he would not ac- 
« knowledge the Brethren for Adherents of the 
cc . 5g Confeſſion, till the e like- 
« wiſe the Formula Cmcardies 

But as this, though known to be an Idea 


| of ſome of the Wi tt enberg Divines, Was cer - 


tainly foreign to the Buſineſs of the Commiſ- 
ſion, becauſe, as the Doctor himſelf confeſſes, 


the Formula Concordia was not at all the Point 
then enquired about; at the ſame Time that 


| the Doctor's $ Inſinuation, as thaugh I or my 
| People had receded from our own Declaration, 
is confuted by the authentic Minutes: So, in 


Reality, the Meaſures taken by the whole 
Corpus: Euangelicorum about the Year 1722, 


the Conduct already uſed by divers Potentates, 


neral Intimations and -well-conſidered Appoint- I | 


| ments;of his Majeſty's Privy Council, have, 


as it was fit they ſhould, hitherto. weighed 


more, and proved more deciſive, than all ſuch 
private Sentiments of Doctors. Theſe latter, 


on account of their Oddneſs and Inconſiſtency, 


have perhaps in Times paſt been. liſtened to 
| 1 is by 


af! hae 
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4 [37] 
by Men of Senſe in the World with a Kind of 
Curioſity and Aſtoniſhment; but of late have 
been received with ſuch à viſible Contempt 
and Coolneſs, that the aggrieved Party could 
ſcarce diſparage themſelves more, than by put- 
ting nen in _— ous * of De. 
1 lt t n the "i 1748, en 4 
final Inſight into the true State and Merit of the 
Controverſy; and what Reſolution I therefore 
XZ took with regard to it, has ſince then been of- 
ten plainly enough avowed. I became more 
and more convinced, that it was my Patt, to 
cantinut to keep myſelf, as J had hitherto done, 
„entirely out of that Confuſion; to apply my 
elf to my Calling with all Modeſty and good 
Order, and withal to make ſeaſonable Offers 
to all the Powers, undes whoſe Government 
our Churches lite, of giving them from time 
ee. time a ſhort and poſitive Sclution of any” 
PDoubts moved, or hereafter to be mduved a- 
gainſt us. And after I had been ſo fartunate, 
as, throughout the whole Vear 1749. bed 

che Parliament. and Church of Eugland ta ex- 
hibit an inconteſtable. Inſtance of my Sincetity 
in ſuch Offers; I could with more Paſhveneſs 

wait, what Uſe other Rulers. would be pleaſed 


to. 
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to make of what I thus propoſed, in order to 
ſuch an Illuſtration of a as r * 


ever one Thing further; which was, out of ¼ 
Conſideration for many honeſt and candid 
Minds ſcattered up and down in the World, 
blocks out of their Way. 


| 56 Abode in Germany, Extracts having 


plain myſelf upon tbeim ſo clearly and poſitively, 8 | 
| fearcethink. the equitable Public ever expected 4 | 
weill inſiſt an any more. . bavort i hν q 
While L am now Concluding this ſmalb Writ-: | 3 


ing; and abſolutely taking Leave of the Public 
een to this gauge; I. will here com- 


SBerx's Declaration. 


[38] 


to them ati .. %% en 
: Secondly, Next to this, there e Hanes 


to remove ſome'almoſt unavoidable mne, 
For this juſt and kaddlle End e my 


been firſt very faithfully: made, by and under 
the. Inſpection of a Man. of undoubted Inte- 


grity, out of all the known Controverſial Books 


written againſt us, f to the Amount of nearu 
Thouſand Paſſages; I: took the Leiſure to c ! 


rially as to the Queſtions of Fa#, that L 


formuch: at my: Hands, much feſs that they 3 


urill, notwithſtanding, doſomething wow: 
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muniĩcate to the honoured Reader ſome Obſer- 


= ations, that have been made concerning my 
Manner of Thinking and Acting, and which 
I find to be well- grounded. According to 
| Ny theſe he may pretty ſafely judge of whatſoever 
he hears reported concerning me, yea, of what- 


ſcever he with his own Eyes or Ears may have 
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Z indiſtinaly taken-in; and, agrecably to the 
natural and common Rules of eſtimating Per- 


ſons and Things, may always: pretty nearly an- 
ſwer his own Queſtion, Whether ſuch or ſuch 


XZ a Thing could poſſibly have been ſo or ſo? and 
particularly alſo, whether ſome Fact or Prin- 
| 7 cple, which, conſidered on one Side, 


where it 
ſtands in a falſe Light, muſt appear very ſhock- 


ing, may not perhaps on another, and being 
taken in its true Light, appear amiable, and 
beyond Contradiction praiſe-worthy? 


I é therefore defire the Reader to hed 


barely ſo much Trouble as this upon me fur- 


ther, to make himſelf Maſter of the following 


unſophiſticated Delineation of my Make and 


Character in general; and whenever my Per- 
ſon or any of my Circumſtances for the future 
come on the Carpet, to recur a little to this 


If 


If this can facilitate ſuch a thorough 1 9 
partiality in judging, that, without reflecting 4 
at all on what Religious Denomination I have 
been brought up in, or what Offices I have F 
borne, I may be conſidered for the future as a 
Man, whois dependant on none but God alone, = 

that Ordinance of God in whoſe Dominions he l 

| then dwells, and his own Conſcience ; I ſhall, Þ 

on my own Account, be no ways diſſatisfied [ 0 

at it; and ſhall at the ſame time rejoice to 1 BW 
Have found at laſt a Method, to fave the Rea- 3 

der, in very great meaſure, the Diſquiſition „ ] 

ſo many captious Queſtions raiſed by my Ad. J f 

verſaries about wy Perſon and external Situa- | 1 

— 1 
But before we go forward, I muſt add one | 

Remark relatin g to the Head we are now J 

upon. I am a plain, blunt, and artleſs Man: 
I fay nothing knowingly, that is not true. If I 
I ſpeak a thing, then I had really apprehended |? 
It ſo, and no otherwiſe, I may not 1 
always ſpeak all that I know ; but no other 
ſenſible Man does it neither. When a Man 

confines himſelf to relate with Veracity the | f 

bare Fact then before him, he is not fo much 3 

as at Liberty to mention things diſtin& ther 

from, though he otherwiſe could without | 4 

Scruple. 1 
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14 3 3 
Scruple. A Fact ſometimes may be true or falſe, 
(and materially ſo, for the main Circumſtances 
may alter) according as you date it two or three 
Days ſooner or later. And when two Perſons, 
who contradict each other in relation to ſome 
FTranſaction, only differ a few Hours in the Time; 
there is a Poſſibility that both may be right, and 
that they only don't underſtand one another. 
I moreover do not in a heedleſs Way either 
admit, or not admit, a Thing for Fact. My 
Office requires of me to look into a Matter 
ſomewhat more thoroughly, before I affirm 
or deny it, than can be expected of Men in 
common. The Excuſe of putdram, which 
others without Scruple alledge for ſuch Miſ- 
takes, I ſhould be the laſt to content myſelf 
with. When therefore a Matter of Fact is 
aſſerted by me, which others deny; or made 
a Doubt of by me, while others aſſert it: 
the Reader (if he cannot wait the proper and 
regular Trial, but is obliged to determine for 
hbimſelf immediately) may evidently with more 
Security believe me, than my Adverſaries. 
The preſumptive Probability mult be allowed 
to be on my Side. 

8 One Thing is. particularly wiſhed Som all 
. 4 | impartial Readers,' who eſteem our Caſe to 


[42 ] 
be of ſome ſerious Importance, and that is, 
that they would be pleaſed to bear in Mind 
certain general Preſuppoſitions, which we in- 
deed often repeat, but the Opponents, proba- 
bly to ſerve their own Turn, never take any 
Notice of ; for a Confuſion in regard to theſe, 


is the Cauſe of all Miſunderſtanding. Why 


has it been ſo much the Mode of late, to de- 
nominate us, as a Body of Men, from Herrn- 
buth? Chiefly becauſe, although the Conſti- 
tution of the Brethren's Congregations has, in 


Things not eſſential, been ſo carefully, re- 
gularly, and clearly diſtinguiſhed into ſeveral Þ 


Branches, which only in the One Thing ne- 
ceſſary are at the ſame time intimately united; 
yet by means of the Name Herrnhuth, the 
Adverſaries are able, as often as they pleaſe, 


to blend all together, and ſo preſent to the 4 


Reader 2 mere Chaos, 


But, from a Place that has been joined as a 1 
Chapel of Eaſe to a Pariſh in Upper Luſatia, 


can Inferences be rationally drawn to an Epiſ- 


copal Church elſewhere, who two hundred 1 
Years ago in England was by Charter made 
Superintendant of all foreign Proteſtants, and 
aſſiſted among the King's Commiſſioners at 
the Reviſal of the Engliſh Ecclefiaſtical Laws, 
. and WB 
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[483] 

and not above two Years fince clearly evinced 
theſe her ancient Privileges before the proper 
Court? Every one fees, that this is abſurd, 
Yet if the Reader himſelf is not on his Guard 

againſt the Impropriety, the Opponents will 


be at no Pains to warn him: For they can ſo 


much the better criticiſe the Epiſcopal Church 
at Herrnhaag, by the Teſt of the Reſponſum 
given from Tubingen properly in the Caſe of 
the Congregation at Herrnhuth. 

As they have been capable of demon- 
ſtrating that a Swediſh Preacher at Stockholm, 


was no good Lutheran, by comparing him 


only with the Reformed Branch, ſubſiſting 
in the Empire, Switzerland, Holland, Eng- 
land and America: As they have, on other 


Occaſions, endeavoured to amuſe Magiſtrates 
with the Query, Whether the Awakening 


in Letland and Efibland may not have ſome- 


Teachers in Penſylvania, there may not be 
Pruſſian Officers, who are to inlift the tall 
Indians, and bring them over to Europe ? It 
required afterwards but a ſmaller Stretch and 
Violence of Conſtruction, to make the Con- 
gregation at Herrnhuth ref) ponſible for the 
XII Parcel of Poems printed in Merreravia. 
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The Name of Herrnhuth is broad enough to 
bear all. 


was no Digreſſion, I proceed to give the pro- 


Brethren; and a true one it is, if 1 myſelf am 


a Judge. 


e dered in himſelf, is a fimple Chriſtian, who 


te the Sentiments and Diction of the Old 
« Hymns, a Language almoſt totally caſt oft 
_ © by the preſent Age. So far as he is obliged 
to be a Divine, he diſtinguiſhes between, 


| © Ghoſt, and every true Apoſtolical Evange- 


* (2.) Theologia regenitorum, ſeu Eccleſia 


A... 


tur 


After this pretty long Preface, which yet 


miſed Idea of the preſent Ordinary of the 
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poſſeſſes his Maſter Jeſus Chriſt in his Heart, 
“ and, for his own. Perſon, does not carry 
« .his Contemplations much farther than that; 
<« for which Reaſon he has again introduced 


8 7 710 ps *y 3 . IIB A q PO TOY ROE COTE 2 + 1 Ie IFRS — 1 
B r ðx y dF ates 
88 . . I op EEO AE Ee, 4 
. 2 A 


* 
: * 


c 


— 


(I.) Theologta ſalviſica & Ecclęſiæ Hlantandæ, 1 
« the Soul-ſaving Theology, which is all re- 
e ducible to JESUS CHRIST, God | 
* and Man, our Saviour ; ; and this the Holy 


* liſt, preach abroad publickly to the World: 


cc plantate, to which pertain all Myſteries, as 
«the Baptiſm of Adults, the Holy Commu- 


" nion, 
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Chriſt Jeſus ; 
it were, learn'd on his Breaſt, and taught 


[45] 


nion, the Doctrine of the Holy Trinity, 
which is eternal Life to thoſe who are in 
this whole Doctrine is, as 


in Congregations by the Paſtors: (3.) 


 Theologia apocalyptica ſeu prophetica Nows 


Teftamenti, which is by the heavenly Fa- 
ther diſpenſed according to his own good 


| Pleaſure, for the Conſolation or Informa- 
tion of thoſe, who under Him have ſome 
Affairs of the Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt 
upon Earth to care for, and without ſach 


a Manifeſtation would either take wrong 
Steps, or be diſcouraged. 


The firſt of theſe Theologies, is lied 


A 
A 


a 
A 


a 
La) 


* 
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one's own Ear. 
the ſecond Kind of Doctrine the Subject of 


for Pulpit-Preaching; the ſecond, according 


to Luther's known Principle, and according 


to the Practice of the Apoſtles, is intended 


for the Meeting-Chambers of Congrega- 
tions; the third, is delivered only into 
So that, whoſoever makes 


his more public Preaching, is certainly no 
right Apoſtolical Man; and whoſoever 


vVrites Books about the chird, is er | 
not a good Prophet. 


A Whoſo- 


V 
Whoſoever accuſes the Ordinary of the 
* Brethren, as if he did not preach ſimply 
the fame Point as St Paul preached, (for 
* ſome have charged him even with this) has 
00 ſurely never heard him preach. Whoever is 
e not convinced; that the Father of Jeſus is, 
« within the Congregation, his God and Text; 
s has ſurely never heard him ſpeak in the 
«Congregation. Whoever will be a Theo- 
« ſophiſt, fly high, and obtain a Delineation 
« how it is to be at the End of the World, 


« ywill ſeek in vain for ſuch Matters in the : 


ec Ordinary s Writings. For if ſuch a Thing 
« jg ever touched upon there, it is both very 


4 rarely, and certainly not with the Intention 


© to eſtabliſh ſome particular Theſis, but only 
to cure this or the other Error, Miſappre- 


henſion or Raſhneſs, that has mingled itſelf 


ce with theſe long-received Truths, 


In general, the Ordinary draws the M. 
© feria fidei (the Matters which are to be be- 
< lieved) purely out of the Spirit of the holy 


$ Scripture; as to the Divine Inſpiration of 
&« which, he is convinced to ſuch a Degree, 
« that if he was to pour out his whole Heart 
_ on this _ perhaps the moſt zealous 
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was his true Mind and Perſuaſion; and if 


— 00 
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1471 


Apologiſt for che eee think it 
too much. 
"TRE Method, he is directed to by the 
Oeconomy of that Age of the World in 
© which he lives; and his Rule is (certainly 
* a juſt one) as diametrically as poſſible. to 
meet and oppoſe the Corruption then reign- 
ing both in Doctrine and Practice. 
The firſt Eighteen Sections of the Synod 
of Bern, contain in this reſpect all that, 
which Luther, when he ſimply followed 
* his own Heart (and was as yet more cor- 
roborated and impreſſed by the Simplicity 


and Truth that ſhone forth in Prince George 


of Anhalt and his Friend Bugenhagen, than 
damped by the Criticiſms and Crypto-Cal- 
viniſm of Philip, or carried out in Contro- 


verſy againſt ſome Fanatics of his own 


Church) always uſed to repeat, and more 


than once poſitively declared, © That this 


even he ſhould ſome. time or other ſpeak 


otherwiſe, they ſhould not believe it.” His 


* ſmaller Catechiſm, notwithſtanding the one 


9 


cc 


* 


or two human Miſtakes therein, carries with 


it ſuch a Oo; his Hymns ſo richly contain 
and preſerve all the Orthodoxv, vchich the 
| 1 = 


| 
| 
| 
f 
i 
' 
7 
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[4] 
« beſt of the Fathers have together ; and his 


4 prefatory Cautions, premiſed by him at pab- | 


ce liſhing his Directory for divine Worſhip, 


<« ate ſo juſt; that all theſe, are to the Bre- 
e threns Church 4 Monumentum re perennius. 
His Tranſlation of the Bible, taking it in the 
Whole, has more Unction than any other, 
more of the Spirit of the Scripture than the 


<« beſt Expoſitors, and the Stile, among all 
„ Verſions of the holy Scriptures, comes be- 


* yond Compariſon the neareſt to the original 
< Stile. Neither the Septuagint nor the Yul- 


on gate ate equal to it in the Dignity of Ex- 


«© preſſion. To preach Ore Latheri, will re- 
main an Honour, as long as the Goſpel ſhall 
© be preached in German. And therefore 


© the Ordinary of the Brethren has both the 
© German Bible, and alſo the Smaller Cate- 


„ chiſm, the Hymns, the fundamental Prin- 


4 ciples of the Reformation, the incomparable 
ce &« Torgau- Articles (i. e. the Augſburg-Confei- 
<« fon) almoſt every Word by Heart; and 


& this has been hitherto the Rule and Touch- 
<« ſtone, by which he has tried his Clergy's 


Manner of expreſſing themſelves, _ 
«© Whether the Enlargements and Amend- 
2 — made to this beautiful Body of Doc- 


cc * trine 


Fw} 8 
te trine afterwards, have done much Good; 
te this is not the Place to enquire into. As to 
* the Ordinary and his Churches, it is cer- 


ce tain that they will not ſuffer themſelves to 
be tied to any Thing farther. 


„ When practical Philoſophy is meant, the 
* Ordinary of the Brethren may be called a 


| © Philoſopher, In regard of Theory, fince it 

e js as much to be looked for, that the great- 
© eſt ſpeculative Adepts of the 18th Century 
© will by thoſe of the 19th be accounted guil- 
© ty of Hereſy or Enthuſiaſm, as the Method 
© of Ariſtoth's Organum is deſpiſed by the 


<« preſent Inſtructors in Logic ; he finds it beſt. 
* to Keep to a Principle deemed wholſome 


even in Pauls Time. + 


8 In relation to Civil Duties, the Ordinary 
*© is very careful to inform himſelf in each 


Place, how far the general Law of Nature 
| © and Nations is there limited or altered by 
the Jus publicum, canonicum & civile of the 

©. ſeveral European States, how far this again 


by Statutes of that Diſtrict or City, how 
* tar theſe by the Rights of the Manor, and 
= how 


+ BAzmcT2 VELS 5 ects bg 7 Tone rer his T5 pd e- 
pics. 
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[50] 
how far theſe laſt by Cuſtom? If he ſhould, 
after all, fail or miſtake in one or another 


-— 


* 


« Particular, it would be from ſome pure 
Miſinformation about the Laws: And this, 
conſiderate Superiors can eaſily forgive. The 
ce moſt rigorous Governors will be pacified 
« by Submiſſion and Amends proportionable 
* to the Fault; and a Magiſtrate is always 
inclined in his own Mind to think favour- 
ably of Cives incurioſſſimi & ft mpli ellſimi, 
„ who are never found concerned 1 in any ** 
« vate or public Broil; 

« In regard to the Government, the Ordi- 
nary always addreſſes himſelf to the Sove- 
reign, and to the Miniſters deputed by Him; 
and as for thoſe who, not being regularly 
entitled and appointed thereto, may have of- 
* fered to do any Buſineſs for him, he, in 
© the upwards of Thirty Years of his Civil 


Life, could never, even by the moſt inti- 
ce mate perſonal F riendſhips he may have had 


for ſuch, be moved to any By-Paths. He 
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„has always been ſeen to act in a plain and a 
direct Manner, and accordingly never to be T 
involved in Defeats befalling the Syſtems of t 
« Courtiers, or in the Fruſtrations of private 8 
« Views. MY 
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511 
e In the Article of Oeconomy, he never 
© loſes Sight of the State of it in general and 
*« in every Branch. To prevent abſolutely all 
* Confuſion or Tardineſs from happening in 
any Particular, is impoſſible, conſidering the 
r preſent Situation of the World; conſidering 


more eſpecially, that we were hitherto with- | 
« held in fome Parts from making authoriſed 
Corporations; that we cannot, like other 

* People, make the moſt of the Eſtates we 
„ let out to Farm; that from a Million lent 

© in Kindneſs to Strangers at 4 per Cent. we 
cc ſcarce receive 35 | and yet, where we bor- 


5 0 row, give 4 Or 5. Beſide that that Family, 


cc 


TY which properly has all the Burden upon it, 
2 ; * even when it does not directly fall ſhort of 
- e its Revenue, at leaſt makes no Profit thereof; 


G 4 keeping Pace with the uſual Buſineſs in the 
orld, with the uſual Advantage for others, 
but not for us, fince inſtead of ſaving large 
Sums, the utmoſt Force of its Manage- 
ment is to make Income and Diſburſe- 
* ment, as near as poſſible, anfwer one ano- 
ther. 

« To the forming of any Common-Stock, 
the Ordinary of the Brethren could hitherto 
never conſent; becauſe ſuch Inſtitutions in 
* H 2 ES 


._ cc 


1521 


Tract of Time, when even the Deſign for 


which they were created is entirely neglect- 


ed or forgotten, would probably undergo 


the Fate of other Funds, be either ſquander- 


ed by the N or converted to other 


Uſes. 


e We lend, fo As. to -Joſs by the "OOTY 
We borrow with a good deal more Wari- 
neſs; for it is natural for one, who has 
learnt his Morality out of the Bible, to be 
much more ſcrupulous about EOS - 


than Lending. 


« In Money-Affairs and e the 
© Ordinary has at all Times been far enough 
from an unthinking Procedure, and has in 
this, leſs than any other Matter, thought it 


proper to venture in Faith. 


« The ill Effects of his Generoſity . : 
the oppoſite Party has not treated him in a 
like Manner, but to his Detriment) he has 
not let others {mart for, but only himſelf. 
* When now it is remembred, that the Situ- 
ation of Things has been ſuch, as that he not 


only was obliged to embark with all that 
he was Owner of, but, eſpecially in theſe laſt 
Years, one would have thought he ſhould 


* ſcarce be able any longer to avoid Inſol- 


cc wency, | 


ſol- 
CY, | 


« 


[53] 
© vency, ſince, as all the World knows, pro- 


55 „ digious Sums, contrary to all Cuſtom and 


Rule in ſuch Caſes, have been called for 


« from him at once: Surely, upon a Re- 
"M troſpect none can deny, that a much ſu- 


<« perior Wiſdom, Power, and ſupporting 


Hand has patronized, and ill patronizes 


the Affair he is intruſted with; and this ſo 


e much the more, as all thoſe Surmiſes about 
_ * the Way and Means, utter'd from differ- 
© ent Views either by Friends or Adverſaries 


« at a Diſtance, are without. Ground; and, 
e great as the Expence has been, not one 


< Perſon in the World does or can fay that 


e his Money has been ſunk therein. 
Vet we have not got the Philoſopher 8 
« Stone neither. Therefore it would certain- 


= 1 be the wiſeſt Way, for every one to 
| * ſuſpend his Judgment about this Point alſo, 


cc 


or elſe uſe ſuch a juſt Enquiry as would 


| lead him to the Truth. 


e As to Philological Matters, the Ordi- 
nary gives himſelf little Trouble whether 
an Expreſſion be very elegant and poliſh'd, 


N it be but juſt, and convey what he 
intends, * | $0 


52 Suitably 1 to the Capacity and Language of os Au- 


cc 


1 . 
* 


dienca. Mavult convivis, quam placuiſſe coguis. 


[54] 


In the Affair of Religion, he is modeſt 
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towards every Thing that with any Juſtice 


bears that venerable Name; in general, 


has no good Opinion of reſtleſs and diſ- 


contented Spirits, or Innovations regarding 
Perſons or Things. ; 
„When Offence is not yet, but likely to 


te 


be given, he is on a Flame, and has no 


Notion of Connivance ; when it has been 


given, he is ſharp, yet always with this 
Caution, not to deſtroy any Thing (or 
Perſon) that may have the leaſt Good or 


Bleſſing contained in it. When any one 


is likely to 7ake Offence, he proteſts againſt | N 
it earneſtly and explicitly; when he bas 5 
taken it, he is ſilent. | 
« He neither knows what it is to Hate, nor 


to take Revenge; nor even to be in a Paſ- 


ſion with any, but thoſe for whom he 
muſt be reſponſible. It is ſaid, that his 
own People ſometimes ſee him like a Lion; 45 


and ſome of his Adverſaries deſcribe him 


like a Serpent. If it were ſo, each would 
have Scripture-Hints and Ground for it. 
But if the Cauſe may be Judged of by the 
Effect, his Adverſaries muſt in reality be 

1 ben 


[55] 
cc aſſured, that the Ordinary of the Brethren i is 


&© a co d xlpau, of the Sheep or Dove- 


« Kind; ſince otherwiſe they would without 
te doubt be a little more on their Guard 
e humanly, how they treated him, than they 


BS | 


* In regard of 1 eee he 
* ſcrupulouſly ſpeaks the Truth, when he 


e does ſpeak; but muſt ſometimes refrain. 


0 0 858 And as he, in order to afford no 

« Fuel to Eye-ſervice or Emulation, behaves 

“ himſelf a little cool and incurious, he is iv 

** Reality not always the firſt Ear which gets 

© Intelligence of what paſſes in ſuch Congre- 

e gations, where he is not perſonally preſent. 
e With reſpect to the Deſert of Actions, 

* he is in his Principles accurate, in the Ap- 

© plication of thoſe Principles to Perſons and 

“ Caſes, incredibly cautious : The inward. 


E Virtue and Heart' s Diſpoſition of a Brother, 
* he values higher than any one elſe; the: 


great Deeds, and what commonly makes 
up Merit, he ſeems almoſt to let paſs unre- 


14 marked. Raſhneſſes and Neglects, which, 
| © might poſſibly end in Sin, he treats with a, 


Severity that may appear exceſſive; the 
| 1 Sins 
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« « Sins themſelves, when fallen into, with 
wm Mercy. Towards real Inability 
a d Lameneſs he is very indulgent, conſi- 
* dering the State of the Caſe; and when 
0 any Thing cleaves like a neceſſary Evil, he 


< 1s more for gently curing and redrefling, 


than attacking it. Sometimes, when Ex- 


& orbitancies happen, with a ſurprizing Cool- 


* neſs he waits the Iflue, and leaves the In- 
e petus to take its Scope, till it arrives to a 
« certain Point, where he knows before- | 


er hand that all muſt either bend or break. 
With what a calm Attention did he 


ce ordinary Channel the Congregation in Wet- 


* teravia had fallen into, and, notwithſtand- 
_ © ing the irreparably wrong-laid Foundation 
« of that Community, without Intermiſſion 


« take Meaſures for preſerving every Indivi- 


cc dual! which, God be praiſed, he has hap- 


< pily and viſibly been ſucceſsful in effecting 
Where he is to be active, he commonly 
e thinks before he acts: Where he is to be 
e paſſive, he lets others take their own Way, 
e and lives to ſee Emergencies that he never 


* could have thought — but however, 
| CO he 


PT 


for twelve Years together ſurvey the extra- 


1571 


« he has not yet been reduced a ſingle Day 
e to drop the Rudder quite out of his Hands, 

« and has hitherto been able always to keep 
** up ſome Sail, let _ Times pen ever ſo 
cc e . | | 

«Yet be i 4 an of Godiq and ſo 
* can promiſe nothing; eſpecially if his Op- 
« ponents from Year to Year gradually diſ- 
“charge him from this his charitable Province, 
© and render thoſe Remonſtrances which he, 
(in Reply to more immediate Calls of that 
= *© Maſter, who yet hearkens to the Voice of 
= *< hisServants,) has hitherto been uſed to make 
e in Favour of Offices of public Benevolence 
* ſtill incumbent on. him, at laſt no more 
N pertinent.” Fo 
So far this Sketch, ſigned by the Scribe 

= | the _ Synod. 


I can't deny but it is drawn ſufficiently to 
= the Life, and in a general Way comprehends 
E what may pretty ſecurely” be preſuppoſed in. 
judging of my Perſon and Actions. But if, 


| notwithſtanding, one or the other Fact ſhould 


notbe found wholly tocorreſpond with this Idea, 
and ſo, after mature — meet with 
n.. Then it muſt only be remem- 


1 | ber'd, 


ber'd, in the firſt Place, that I am a Man, not 
one of the moſt perfect, and yet withal none 
of the moſt inactive; and in the ſecond Place, 
that there are many, both within my own 
Congregation and from without, who thwart 
and perplex my proper Plan, not all of them 
with an equally bad Intention, but yet fo as to 
occaſion much Harm; with Reſpect to which 

therefore, the Condition annexed to the fifth 
Petition of the Lord's * muſt ee 
| be called to Mind. | 


EMBNDATIONS. 


N fo ſmall a Trac, the crime of b 
many Errata, as here follow; is ſcarce 
excuſable. But in Tranſlations of our 
Author's Works in general, I could almoſt a- 
pologize for ſome Defects. For there is a 
great Fertility of Thought in the Originals, 
and yet as great an Exactneſs; which. indeed 
limits, connects, and leaves neither any Diſ- 
proportion between his Ideas, not any poffi- 
ble Room for miſapprehending of them; but 
ſtill all this after ſuch a delicate Manner, that 
the Force of ſingle Words muſt be well un- 
derſtood, and uſing ſuch a Compaſs in the 
Pertods, that a fleadily-comtinued logical At- 
tention is requiſite. Hence it may ſometitnes 
happen, that 2 Tranſlation may mils ſome little 
Link of the Senſe, may under or over-do a 
Phraſe, and in ſhort, not attain all the above- 
mentioned Exactneſs; though by ſtudying it, it 
| becomes, at the ſame time, ſtiff. However, 
— = Bt I 


1 60 1 
I ful think that our Engi/b Tranſlations hither- - 
to have been none of the worſt ; and in Time 


they may, to a yet farther Degree, be able to ML 
join Spirit and Accuracy, Preciſion and Eaſe We 
ede 1 5 H. 
5 | = 

With regard to theſe aku, Sheets: 1 have 5 25 
been honoured oy the * Author ou the Rus. 

| following: 111 of 
Reva Brother, 7 
£407 


[i Orgive theſe few De 1 hey I 
| heard that my Opinion, which I 
gave two Years ago to the Right Ho- 
 nourable the Privy-Council of Saxony, 
was going to be publiſhed in Engliſh, 
I defied to peruſe it fit. But per- 
ceiving that the Tranſlation WAS done 
by you, whom all my Brethren allow to 
be without Diſpute the beſt Interpreter 
of my Mind, and fo being prepoſſeſſed 
with a Confidence of the Accuracy of 
the Tranſlation, and withal very much 
taken 


TY — XF 


talen up with other Matters; it made 


zue over look ſome Places, which 1 after- 


wards obſerved in reviſing the Sheets. 


Here you have them, and will do with 


| them what you pleaſe. 


Be it as it will, the Fault is none 


of yours, but much fi it mine in forma 
& re: 8 f 


1. 1 2 8 I Eve you hoſe Cory S 


tions _ late. 


. That being a Writer 1 * 


| as ag JI was tied down 10 Lapidary 
| Rules, I neglet alſo to comment upon 

ſome Germaniſms, which render that 
ſhort Seile ftill more unintelligible. 


* 


3. That moreover, when IT write in 
Stilo Curiz, as I am wont to do in ſuch 


Matters as theſe, I forewarn not my 
Friends of the cuſtomary Senſe of Words 


in that Stile, which is often quite di 72 


ferent Jews that in their common Uſe. 


The 


61 
"vr" 7he Errata ing therefore wn fades'd 


Door the Blame wil be laid,” 


TT 12 


— * 


In the Tithe Page, for Wed ace en, 8 
Bedencken. 
bid. fownrds tbe Middle: ada, Printed for 
Mr Marcbe at Leipfb, and dedicated. to 
Page 1, Line 11, German, anderwel 
Connexionen / 1 ſhould Engliſh it, — for ſome 
particular Conſiderations. 
Rh, 149, Nl ee. 


upon. 
f. 42, Pp 6, worſe. Y hy | 

F. 34, l. 1%, auf der Dur reiſe u Se 
nerſ dorf / at Hennerſdorf,. in. their 5 2 
bars CR.” >.> 

Ok 36, L. 12, dabon 


wichd ann gecing en die 


54 — 
2 0 c a wa 8 * 
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tion. 
b. 37> J. 16. Beſcheideuheit/ t Deceney. 
P. 44, l. 16, (in the Synodal Character, 91 
believe the Meaning of hy Words muſt be given 
abus, in ſo fern Ex einen Theologum abgeben 
muſs / when he is obliged. to give his Opinion 
about Theology. 


P. 50, 1.19, in the Courſe of up wards. 
P. 51, J. 11, Million of Crowns, Lid. ö 
ub, common Buſineſs, 


P. 


In this Lubie, yon will fee at _ 


P. 13, . 3. . at, real dem 


gray geweſen iſt / Was not at all a Point in 


P. 32; J. 1, when the very Deſign. 

P. 53, J. 1, Weil es weltkuͤndig iſt / daſs 
man ihn mit unſaͤglichen Summen / gegen 
alle in der Welt recipirte Ordnung und 
Regel / auf einmal entſtanden iſt / ſince, as 


all the World knows, there has happened, con- 


trary to all Cuſtom and Rule, a Difappoint- 
ment all at once in the promiſed Payment of 
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Liturgy, and Idiom of the Unitas Friitrim, 


ba Maxim, $ - Theological Ideas and Sentences, 
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18 , Sixceen Diſcourſes, on Jeſus Chriſt: i 
(being an Expoſition of the Second Part of the 
Creed) preached at Berlin by the aid Biſhop 
or Ordinary. Tranſlated ſas are alſo the 
following Books] from the Hig -Dutch or 
German. The Second Edition. 


IV. Nine pa: Diſcourſes on important Subjects 


in \ Relig 4-4 at Feller. lane Chapel, 
V Manual of x eng), or, an Eſſay to bring 
into the Form of ueſtion and Anſwer, both 


the Fundamental rines, and. the other 
Scripture-Knowled ge, of the Proteſtant Con- 


n who for 300 Years paſt 5b been 
led The | ; 


Brethren. 
Now i in the Pref, and wi 11 | ſpeedily hs 2 iſhed, 


Wenty done Diſcourſes or Diſſertations upon 
urg Confeſſion, delivered by the 
nan a s Churches — the Se- 


the A 


HEE 2 
minary. 


2 


IP 


2 


7 
— 


* 


©, 


% 
[ 


